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CROSSROADS  INTERNATIONAL 
FALL 2020 UPDATE

At the end of winter term, Kara Hanson, the
director of Crossroads Conversation School had
a hard decision to make.

How could she continue to serve the
international women in her program despite the
COVID restrictions in our community?

She quickly moved the 3 classes online and
trained the volunteers, Marie Long, Marie
Mingo, Helen Chesbrough, Kathleen Moon,
Janet Swinyard and Sharon Kavanagh.

Long time teacher Pat Schmalz is helping
“offline,” by sharing her books and materials
with the intermediate class

Because the move was unexpected, Kara offered
the classes to students as ‘tuition optional.’
Online classes started on April 2.

Online Zoom classes continued for the fall term
starting on Sept. 29th with 3 levels of
instruction. Melinda Saavedra trained the
teachers (via Zoom) with new ideas for online
classes.

Crossroads Conversation School 2020
How it started: How it’s going:

Two classes meet in the morning. However, Kara
moved one class to the afternoon in response
to feedback. This helps our students who need
mornings free to assist children in
remote/hybrid school.

On Nov. 3, students enjoyed a guest speaker
from Corvallis Public Library who explained how
to check out materials and use library services
remotely.

Online classes aren’t perfect—coffee time with
shared homemade snacks is sadly missed. The
end of term potlucks and field trips to pumpkin
patches will have to wait for next fall.
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New Student Assistant:   Jae Hyun Kim
I am a senior at OSU studying graphic design. I came back to my home country, 
South Korea in June and I am working remotely for the program 5,285 miles far 
away from Corvallis. I have been in this position for 7 weeks and everything has 
gone pretty smoothly. There are pros and cons for remote working that I can 
reach out to my advisor in real-time that we use video call and chat so I can ask 
questions and solve the problems quickly.

The most difficult part of remote work is that I haven’t gotten a chance to meet 
the program members and talk to them in person. However, I’m communicating 
with some of the members via email, so I feel that I’m connected to folks. One of 
the other difficulties is that I didn’t get a chance to talk to other staff in the OSU 
office and get to know each other. I believe the newsletter is going to be a 
chance to introduce myself to and get to know others!

New online donation site
We’ve partnered with Square to receive 
online credit card donations.  
Here’s the link to the donation page. As 
always, your gift to Crossroads is very much 
appreciated (and tax deductible.)
For online donations: 
https://crossroadsosu.square.site/

Message from the Board:   What a year!  To our disappointment, it was necessary to 
postpone and then cancel our benefit concert with musicians Sunghee Kim and Victoria Wolff at Grace 
Lutheran Church in March.  We were so naïve—we thought that if we got through the spring and summer 
months, everything could resume in the fall.  How wrong we were! 

When OSU and Corvallis School District moved their classes online, Crossroads followed their example. The 
Conversation School moved  online. After lively meetings in Jan. and Feb., our monthly coffee for 
international scholars with the OSU Folk Club was suspended.  Our Homestay program is also on hiatus.  

We trust that you have been staying home and staying safe. We’ve been exploring ways to build new 
international relationships online and keep existing friendships alive—even though we can’t meet in 
person.  We hope that you also are finding the energy you need to learn something new and adapt to the 
difficult conditions we’re facing.

This November, we’re thankful for all our financial supporters and volunteers. You can donate online or by 
mailing a check.  Please join us in looking forward to the future with optimism as we anticipate new 
opportunities for international connections in 2021. 

Looking Ahead:
The futures of the our 3 Day Homestay 
Program and International Scholar 
Coffee look promising for fall term 
2021.  Stay posted and continue to 
support us and follow our progress.


